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Location

• The settlement
from Tărtăria-Gura
Luncii is located on
a small hill (300 m
long, 150 m wide
and 10 m high), on
the first non-
floodable terrace of
Mureș river.

• The site was
discovered by E.
Orosz in 1906.
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History of research



K. Horedtʼs excavations

• This settlement was

researched by K. Horedt in 1942-

1943, when areas A-F were

excavated.



N. Vlassaʼs excavations  

• N. Vlassa dug at Tărtăria

in 1961.
• He opens two new areas:

G and H.



• The discovered tablets are associated with

unburned human bones belonging to a

woman (Lady of Tărtăria - 50-55 years old

and 1.47 m tall).

• At the right femur, a degeneration was

identified due to a childhood disease that led

to a spine deformation.

• The bones were dated at Rome and the result

is 6310±65 BP - Vinča A3.
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R-1631 : 6310±65BP

  68.2% probability
    5360BC (68.2%) 5210BC
  95.4% probability
    5470BC (87.5%) 5200BC
    5170BC ( 7.9%) 5070BC
  99.7% probability
    5480BC (99.7%) 5030BC



I. Paulʼs excavations

• In 1989, an excavation

campaign took place at

Tărtăria-Gura Luncii, led by

I. Paul and Al. Aldea. The

report was presented in

2007, on the occasion of

awarding Doctor Honoris

Causa title of the University

of Timișoara (23 mai 2007).



Archaeological excavations and recent 

investigations

Archaeological features detected by non-intrusive research method – magnetometry. 

With red: dwellings. With blue: pits with different function. With yellow: iron.



Stratigraphy elements in the new 

excavations







Conclusions

• Tărtăria reveals through radiocarbon

data an interesting reality of the Vinča

and other communities. Its beginning

moment, here, is at least phase A2,

very similar with what is found in

Serbia but evolving particulary in

Transylvania due to the blocking of

acces roads by the Turdaș culture.

• Another reality refers to the presence

of the mesolithic traces at Tărtăria-

Gura Luncii, something unknown

until 2019 but identified with the

radiocarbon dating.



Thank you!


