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Round table topics in past years
2005: Year of Physics
2007: Outreach? Science (Nuclear?!) Long Range Plans in  different countries 
2010: Do (all) countries need science?
2012: Science in times of crises
2014: CERN at 60 years
2016: JINR Dubna at 60 years
2018: How one prepares the next generation of scientists in the age of instant 

communication?!
2021: (1) “65 years of institutional nuclear physics in Romania” and 

(2) “Science and scientific meetings in time of crisis”. 
2023: Science in times of crises

2025: Should we surrender Science to AI and social media discussions?!



Problems 
In Society at large:
• New ways of communication
• Wide access to “social media”
• Increasingly Fake News – become dominating
• Increased number of crooks! No deontology rules
• “Is the Earth flat? “ – decided by vote
In Science:
• Larger number of participants
• Increased number of journals – “journal mills” for profit
• Online publication – “must be the first!”
• “Open access”
• Our “crooks”

• Paper mills
• Publications written by AI apps
• Can one reproduce results published?! Does it pay anymore?!

• Do we still trust scientometry?!



What is AI?!
• Not only ChatGPT
• Good AI

Science on social media
- YouTube well used
- Online meetings 



Links relevant for the Outreach Day, June 28th 2025, topic 
“Do we surrender Science to AI and social media discussions?”
From Nature on papermills
• Journal targeted by paper mill still grappling with the aftermath years later
• Science’s fake-paper problem: high-profile effort will tackle paper mills
• China’s supreme court calls for crack down on paper mills
• China has already taken steps to reduce retractions of papers from its hospitals
• Science sleuths flag hundreds of papers that use AI without disclosing it
• Scientists used ChatGPT to generate an entire paper from scratch — but is it any good?
• https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-01463-8
•
• Scientific conferences are leaving the US amid border fears
• When the government cancels your research grant, here’s what you can do
• Trump’s ‘Golden Dome’ plan has a major obstacle: Physics
•

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-01010-5?utm_source=Live+Audience&utm_campaign=cccf225624-nature-briefing-daily-20250404&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b27a691814-cccf225624-50149352
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-00159-9
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-00612-3
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-01007-0
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-01180-2?utm_source=Live+Audience&utm_campaign=eb0c79575b-nature-briefing-daily-20250428&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b27a691814-eb0c79575b-50149352
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-023-02218-z
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-01463-8
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-01636-5?utm_source=Live+Audience&utm_campaign=217f97173f-nature-briefing-daily-20250523&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b27a691814-217f97173f-50149352
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-01547-5?utm_source=Live+Audience&utm_campaign=217f97173f-nature-briefing-daily-20250523&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b27a691814-217f97173f-50149352
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/golden-dome-missile-defense-physics?utm_source=Live+Audience&utm_campaign=217f97173f-nature-briefing-daily-20250523&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b27a691814-217f97173f-50149352


What social media ?!

And as for ChatGPT, when used as an extension of  
human brain, not a replacement: major win!

Dr. Stefana Calinescu on Wednesday





And if we’re speaking about the REAL threats to science...

è absence of authentic communication.
è illusion - that research is smooth, elegant, efficient.
è presenting results as if they emerged fully formed, effortlessly…But about those sleepless nights full of frustration?
è how much SOUL?
è no one speaks about failure.

AND THERE’S MORE…

Packing twenty talks into a single session and giving each speaker 15 minutes - as if a year or two of work can be reduced to a  
bullet point summary - is not a celebration of scientific clarity. It’s institutionalized superficiality.

è“synthesis skills”? Nonsense. Science isn’t about proving how clever we are. It’s about showing the steps. The failures. The  
struggles. The traps to avoid, so others can go further.



Blaming ChatGPT is like blaming a printer for a plagiarized thesis .  
Or a knife for a murder.
The problem is not the tool. The problem is lack of common sense, intellectual  
laziness, and the mindless pressure to publish anything, anywhere —just to decorate  
a CV.


